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6695 LOCOMOTIVE LIMITED 

April 2020 Newsletter 

Who would have predicted at our AGM on 7th March how the Coronavirus crisis would unfold 
and make such profound changes to all of our lives? There is no doubt that the current 
lockdown will delay all of the positive plans we had in place, but so far it has been impossible 
to predict the full affect. 
 
We do not need to repeat here the full impact of the restrictions, but we can simply summarise 
that as of 23rd March when the lockdown came into effect, we are unable to progress any work 
on the locomotive. The Swindon and Cricklade Railway is closed other than regular security 
checks, with no operational or restoration work planned for the foreseeable future. 
 
However as a positive note we remain hopeful for the completion of restoration works later in 
2020 and although this delay is likely to prevent us from being a key locomotive for the summer 
running season our running in and fettling will be able to take place during the low season, 
thus removing the pressures of maintaining a full summer service. 
 
A small working party was held on Sunday 8th March – the day after our AGM.  
 

 

Some of our volunteers have taken 
smaller loco parts home to 
undertake refurbishment works – 
this was happening before the 
lockdown but at least we can still 
report that some tasks are 
continuing at this difficult time. 
Thanks to Chris and Adam from 
S&CR. 
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AGM Update 
 
The key theme of our AGM message this year is that the most challenging times of the 
restoration project should now be behind us (this was before the lockdown). The locomotive 
has moved to a new home at Blunsdon where the restoration work pace is now picking up 
rapidly – undertaken both by our own team and many new volunteers from the Swindon and 
Cricklade Railway. The boiler overhaul is now very advanced with the smoke tubes having 
recently been ordered, once these are fitted it is hoped to re-unite the boiler with the rest of 
the engine in early summer. 
 
It should be no surprise that the remaining challenge for us is funding, with a number of 
invoices expected up to the point of completion likely to total around £60,000. As a result of 
our appeal for tube sponsorship we have received many donations for this part of the 
restoration; including as a result of the AGM one very generous sponsorship for a number of 
tubes. This is a great help at this time but we would ask you that any thoughts of help you had 
before the Coronavirus lockdown that perhaps you have had to put on hold because of the 
crisis, please can you think about how you could still offer your help at the earliest opportunity. 
 
The good thing about the lockdown is no invoices are coming in as no work is being done – 
but as soon as we get the green light we want to get the engine complete so these invoices 
will turn up very quickly. 
  

 
 

 
 
We had planned to have a presence at the S&CR spring steam gala at the end of March. This 
event had to be cancelled which took away our first opportunity to talk with the S&CR members 
and supporters to gather their support and hopefully join us as shareholders and sponsors. 
Please remember the S&CR is our new home and this event is their first major fund raiser of 
the season, they have lost this event for this year and it will have hurt the railway’s budgeting, 
so anyone thinking of joining the S&CR as a member to help us please do so at the earliest 
opportunity, we need the S&CR to be a strong railway. 
 
We did get an article in the S&CR magazine – Tiddly Dyke. As a result of this we now have 2 
S&CR members who have applied to become shareholders in 6695 Limited. 
 
Engineering Update 
 
At the AGM on 7th March our Engineering Director, Ollie Furnell, provided a detailed account 
of the past 12 months efforts. As a reminder, and for those of you not able to attend the AGM 
this year, we included the main details of his report. 

Prior to our departure from Willtion, we re-engaged Restorations to complete a number of 
mechanical tasks on the engine, mainly as a result of our delayed conclusion of the deal with 
S&C Rly. The loco was also lifted again to address a few snagging issues with the radial truck 
side control and main springing arrangement.  
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The pistons and crossheads remain at Williton currently, although completion is promised 
soon. Originally being done at Minehead, these really have turned into a bit of headache, with 
Williton having to rework some aspects after delivery from Minehead due to concerns over the 
core plugs fitted. We really don’t want one of those coming loose! Once we have the pistons 
back at Blunsdon, the remaining motion can be put back up to complete the bottom end.  

Once normality returns more volunteers are always welcome to join us at Blunsdon. The only 
requirement being that you are a member of the railway for insurance purposes. Membership 
starts at just £15 per year – with members also able to enjoy travel privileges at the S&CR on 
running days. The S&CR is a very friendly organisation that gives the feeling of the pioneering 
spirit that goes with steam railway preservation, although a modest journey length compared 
to some organisations joining as a member is very good value. 

We need to match the enthusiasm of the volunteer team at Blunsdon so we will be holding a 
regular working party on the first Saturday of each month. As above the only requirement is to 
take up membership of the S&CR – please don’t be shy as this also supports our new home. 
We plan to keep this working party going once the engine is in service with a view to ensuring 
small maintenance and cleaning tasks are up to date and the engine looks her best for people 
traveling on the S&CR.  

Boiler Update 

All work at the Flour Mill site has stopped during the lockdown. This offers the reassurance 
that the boiler certification will not be ticking away unused. As reported at our AGM an order 
had been placed for the smoke tubes already, but with the current crisis we do not yet have a 
proposed delivery date.  

The boiler had progressed nicely with our contractor The Flour Mill, in line with agreed 
timescales. The work is now virtually finished bar the fitting of the smoke tubes. The flues have 
been made and are in, with the threads and seats in the copper tube-plate recut. All riveting 
is complete, all crown and side stays manufactured in house, fitted and tooled where required, 
main steam dry pipe repaired and fitted along with other internal pipework and trays. Essential 
fittings have been overhauled, and mounting pads and studs readied.  

The smoke tubes have required a bit of homework. There has been a spate of failures industry 
wide over the last few years, mainly down to material and tube specification not being up to 
scratch. There is a lot of material on the market that comes via India or China, that isn’t up to 
the job despite paperwork claiming it should be. Also, some material from “European” source, 
isn’t treated or handled properly in the manufacturing process, compromising its service life. 
One other complication is that 1-5/8”, which is standard GW tube size, isn’t an industry 
standard these days so does incur a surcharge at source unless ordering in excessive 
quantities. After much dialogue, we now have a supply of boiler tube from a reputable West 
German source, drawn, swaged and normalised properly, that both ourselves and The Flour 
Mill are confident to fit to the boiler for a maximum, trouble free service life. This has come in 
at an increase over the budgeted price, but the cheaper products just weren’t worth the risk. 

Once the smoke tubes are delivered and fitted, the boiler will be subject to a private hydraulic 
test, and will then be set aside, if we are not ready for it. Hopefully the bottom end will have 
progressed by then, meaning the boiler can instead be presented for official testing and 
delivery. This means we don’t waste valuable ticket time, and we anticipate completion being 
within 4 – 6 weeks of the boiler being delivered to Blunsdon and put straight into the frames. 
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Engineering Appeal 

Finally, our new hosts at Blunsdon are always on the lookout to improve or add to their 
machine/work-shop equipment. They would be pleased to hear from anyone who may be able 
to point them in the direction of any workshop machines, tools or equipment that are in good 
order and available at an advantageous price. Being heritage orientated, imperial size is 
preferred, but anything will be considered if available. 

6695 Locomotive Limited – Company Matters 

Since the AGM we have now completed the register of shareholders and the shares to be 
allocated to each shareholder. The plan was to be sending out new share certificates by not 
but the social distancing measures have made this impossible until after the current crisis – 
please be patient, your new certificates will be on the way to you shortly. 
 
Please note that the 6695 Locomotive Group and the associated bank account remains open 
for fund raising activities. 
 
Fund Raising – An Appeal 
 
With our engine now receiving lots of attention at Blunsdon our thoughts must turn to paying 
the rest of the bills. We are now starting to see the bills for works carried out to date, both at 
Williton and Flour Mill – all work at Blunsdon is on a voluntary basis. The bills in hand add up 
to some £50,000 and are due for payment in the coming weeks and we really need a little 
cash boost to avoid completely emptying all of our bank accounts. To complete the job there 
is likely to be further expense amounting to another £25,000 if we are lucky, perhaps more if 
we are not so lucky. For those who like to check the sums, there are 220 smoke tubes to be 
bought – and then they have to be fitted – we need in the order of £10,000 to meet these 
anticipated costs. 
 
If you are able to help sponsor a tube then the suggested sponsorship amount is £30 per tube 
(but any amount will help), please just set up an on line transfer to the fund-raising group: - 
 
TO 6695 LOCOMOTIVE GROUP 

SORT CODE : 30-90-92 

ACCOUNT : 00725533 

REF : Please insert your name in the reference so that we can link your payment to your donation 

 

Finally, we will try to finish on a positive note. We don’t yet know how long the lockdown 
measure will be in place, or for that matter the full extent of any delays that the measures will 
cause. But we do know that it remains possible to complete the overhaul during 2020, and we 
want a big launch back into service for 6695, so let’s make it our mission to have that launch 
at the S&CR spring steam gala in 2021. With your help we can make this happen! 
 
 
 


