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6695 LOCOMOTIVE LIMITED 

January 2020 Newsletter 

2020 has started in style for our locomotive following a successful transfer from Williton to 
Blunsdon just before the Christmas holiday. Our new helpers at the Swindon and Cricklade 
Railway have wasted no time getting straight to work with many of the remaining tasks. With 
their help and enthusiasm we are confident to share with you all that we expect to see 6695 
steaming along the S&C Railway this summer. 
 
On 6th December 2019 6695 was loaded onto a trailer at Williton for the journey to Blunsdon.  
 

 
Photo with many thanks to Josh Chivers 
 
Following a trip up the M5 motorway 6695 arrived at Blunsdon after dark. 
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And now she settles into her new home ready for the completion work to commence. 
 

 
 
So with the large part of 6695 now safely delivered to Blunsdon Ollie and Scott have been 
working hard to sort out the large number of component parts that stayed behind in our 
container at Williton. During January we have been able to move all of the materials across to 
Blunsdon – so now we are all in one place apart from the boiler which is still being overhauled 
at Flour Mill in South Wales. 
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Engineering Update 
 
Work on the loco since arrival at Blunsdon has been limited, most of the last weeks of 2019 
and the start of 2020 has been spent by the volunteer team making fit and moving the loco 
and the 2 containers worth of parts from Williton to the locos new home at Blunsdon. This is 
now largely complete, and with their Santa season behind them, the team at the Swindon and 
Cricklade Railway have made a start on the last leg of the overhaul.  

   
 

As can be seen from Photos, work has commenced on sorting out the platework in the cab, 
as the previously applied primer and undercoat had never been sealed with a top coat and 
rust was starting to show through as a result of moisture penetrating the partial paint job. The 
Vacuum system pipework has also been assessed, and a list compiled of those sections that 
need replacing. The loco has always suffered from a persistent Vacuum leak, which was never 
fully traced. Coupled with Leaking Mark 1 coaches, a lot of “Drivers” resorted to running with 
the large ejector open all the time. As the locos braking system is not designed to be operated 
in this manner, care is now being taken to address any parts of the system that aren’t up to 
scratch. The steam heat system will follow, with the previous carriage style cocks due to be 
replaced with proper GW Loco type fittings. This will enable the pipework to be properly 
supported at each end, and also make interchangeability of spare parts much simpler in the 
future following good Swindon standardisation practice. 
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More volunteers are always welcome, there are working groups on site now several days a 
week, the only requirement being that you are a member of the railway for insurance purposes. 
Membership starts at just £15 per year – with members also able to enjoy travel privileges at 
the S&CR on running days. 

We need to match the enthusiasm of the volunteer team at Blunsdon so we will be holding a 
regular working party on the first Saturday of each month. As above the only requirement is to 
take up membership of the S&CR – please don’t be shy as this also supports our new home. 
We will keep this working party going once the engine is in service with a view to ensuring 
small maintenance and cleaning tasks are up to date and the engine looks her best for people 
traveling on the S&CR. The first such working party took place on Saturday 1st February with 
Ann providing delicious cake for all volunteers. 

  
 

Boiler Update 

Work has continued at a deliberately slow pace in order to avoid the boiler being ready before 
the rest of the loco – and therefore wasting valuable time of the 10 year boiler certificate. The 
flue tubes have already been ordered and towards the end of January in collaboration with 
Flour Mill we agreed the most suitable supplier for the rest of the smoke tubes. These again 
have taken some homework, as although some suppliers can provide quicker and cheaper, 
there are serious question marks over the source material and manufacturing method. As we 
don’t want to be buying an inferior product and facing a retube after only a few years, we 
needed to make sure we knew what we were getting before placing an order. Both the 
contractor and ourselves are now confident we are getting a product that is fit for purpose, 
albeit at a slightly higher price than anticipated. Many thanks to one generous shareholder 
who has provided sponsorship for a number of these tubes allowing us to proceed with the 
complete order. 

It is currently expected that the boiler will be completed, tested and delivered sometime 
between mid-May and Mid-June, subject to suppliers and the contractors other projects.  

Much has been publicised regarding an anticipated completion date. Under the original plan, 
the loco would have moved to Blunsdon at the end of August, and given us 6 months to 
complete the overhaul in time for a launch at the railway’s March 2020 steam gala. In the end, 
for various reasons, this didn’t happen, and that projected date is probably a bit over optimistic. 
In reality, the loco is likely to be complete sometime during late June/Early July, however this 
is all down to manpower and funds being available. The intention is very much to get it right 
first time, so we won’t be rushing anything for the sake of a set date, as this only ever comes 
back to bite. Put together with care, the loco should be able to enter traffic promptly and with 
little remedial or fettling work required! 
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Engineering Appeal  

One thing that is apparent from the change of home is how we as a group lack our own tools 
and equipment. We have been very lucky whilst at Williton to be able to have access to all of 
the facilities. As well as the general volunteers tool bank, we have had free access to specialist 
engineering tooling owned by a commercial business, as well as their staff’s and Ollie’s 
personal engineering kit. This is almost unheard of these days, and we would not have been 
able to achieve what we have so far without it. Being an entirely volunteer run establishment, 
the set up at Blunsdon is very different. Whilst we still have access to machine shops etc, a 
lot of the equipment is privately owned by members, and is available through their good will. 
As a group moving forward, we will need to start acquiring our own kit to support and maintain 
the company’s assets, which our agreement encourages us to be actively involved in, as well 
as assisting with other projects as a way of reciprocating the help we are getting. By 
developing this back up, and skills base, we stand a much better chance of being self-sufficient 
in the coming years, as well as looking further ahead to the next overhaul should we all be 
mad enough to do it. 

A start has already been made acquiring some 110V power tools, with a wish list for further 
acquisitions in mind. If anybody is willing to come forward and sponsor some of these tools it 
would be most welcome, particularly as we try not to distract from the overhaul fund. Prices 
vary from £20 upwards for work lights etc, with robust, safe angle grinders around the £50 
Pound mark. Similarly, in time, we would like to acquire a 20’ container or similar in which to 
establish secure storage for spare parts, tooling, and a small work area for volunteers. Again, 
this will come at cost, so if anyone has any suggestions for funding such a purchase, we would 
be pleased to hear from you. 

Finally, our new hosts at Blunsdon are always on the lookout to improve or add to their 
machine/work-shop equipment. They would be pleased to hear from anyone who may be able 
to point them in the direction of any workshop machines, tools or equipment that are in good 
order and available at an advantageous price. Being heritage orientated, imperial size is 
preferred, but anything will be considered if available. 

 
6695 Locomotive Limited – Company Matters 

In the back ground various administration tasks have slowly been addresses with two 
important items to report: - 
 

• The ownership of locomotive 6695 officially transferred to the new company on 23rd 
December 2019. 

 
• The new hire agreement with S&CR was signed by both parties on 1st February 2020, 

providing us with a new home and hire revenue for the foreseeable future. 
 
New company stationary is in preparation along with the necessary administration to issue 
new share documents. This is proving time consuming and priority has rightly been given to 
the setting up of new agreements and the overhaul work. We thank you for your patience but 
we now expect to be issuing new certificates soon after the AGM. 
 
Please note that the 6695 Locomotive Group and the associated bank account remains open 
for fund raising activities. 
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2020 AGM 
 
This year’s AGM has been booked and will take place on Saturday 7th March at the Wimborne 
scout hut – Riverside Industrial Estate – at 2 PM. 
 
The eagle eyed amongst you will note this is the first Saturday of March, so for March only the 
working party will take place on Sunday 9th March! 
 
This really is a milestone year for 6695 with our engine now having been out of service for 
nearly 5 years. Please come along and support us. 
 
Fund Raising – An Appeal 
 
With our engine now receiving lots of attention at Blunsdon our thoughts must turn to paying 
the rest of the bills.  
 
Our first public appearance will be the Spring steam gala event held by the S&CR on the 
weekend of March 28th and 29th. Although 6695 will not yet be ready for service we expect the 
engine to be on display to visitors and we will have our small sales stand present. This is a 
great opportunity to encourage new shareholders from the S&CR members, we are seeing a 
great deal of enthusiasm for our engine already. 
 
We are now starting to see the bills for works carried out to date, both at Williton and Flour 
Mill. The bills in hand add up to some £50,000 and are due for payment in the coming weeks 
and we really need a little cash boost to avoid completely emptying all of our bank accounts. 
To complete the job there is likely to be further expense amounting to another £25,000 if we 
are lucky, perhaps more if we are not so lucky. As reported above one shareholder kindly 
sponsored a number of tubes that has helped us push forward. We have over 160 
shareholders currently, if every shareholder were able to sponsor a tube then this part of the 
boiler overhaul would be fully funded. For those who like to check the sums, there are 220 
smoke tubes to be bought – and then they have to be fitted. 
 
If you are able to help sponsor a tube then the suggested sponsorship amount is £30 per tube 
(but any amount will help), please just set up an on line transfer to the fund-raising group: - 
 
TO 6695 LOCOMOTIVE GROUP 

SORT CODE : 30-90-92 

ACCOUNT : 00725533 

REF : Please insert your name in the reference so that we can link your payment to your donation 

 

Finally for this month we would like to thank you all for your continuing support, and look 
forward to seeing you both at the AGM in March and when we start running at S&CR in the 
summer. 
 
 
 


